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GENERAL INTEREST 

  

Robert D. Atkinson and Michael Lind 

National Developmentalism: From Forgotten Tradition to New Consensus 

American Affairs – Article – Summer 2019 

https://americanaffairsjournal.org/2019/05/national-developmentalism-from-forgotten-tradition-to-

new-consensus/ 

 

As the establishment sees it, Americans are divided into two camps: open v. closed, globalist v. 

nationalist, interventionist v. protectionist. In reality, there are five distinct schools with different 

views of how America should fit into the world economy and govern its own. Among these schools of 

thought, the best guide for U.S. economic policy at home and abroad is national developmentalism. It 

holds that the key role of the state is to foster industrial and economic development and that 

international economic policy should maximize U.S. competitiveness. 

 

 

American Investment in the 21st Century 

U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Chairman of the Senate Committee on Small Business and 

Entrepreneurship – Report - May 15, 2019 – 42 pages 

https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/9f25139a-6039-465a-9cf1-

feb5567aebb7/4526E9620A9A7DB74267ABEA5881022F.5.15.2019.-final-project-report-american-

investment.pdf 

 

“The report outlines how economic growth is now more driven by finance than innovation in the 

production of real assets, a fundamental shift in the U.S. economy that has occurred over the last four 

decades. The report argues that since the 1970s, changes made by American businesses and 

policymakers began prioritizing high returns to investors in the short-term, rather than investment in 

long-term capabilities.” 

https://americanaffairsjournal.org/2019/05/national-developmentalism-from-forgotten-tradition-to-new-consensus/
https://americanaffairsjournal.org/2019/05/national-developmentalism-from-forgotten-tradition-to-new-consensus/
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/9f25139a-6039-465a-9cf1-feb5567aebb7/4526E9620A9A7DB74267ABEA5881022F.5.15.2019.-final-project-report-american-investment.pdf
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/9f25139a-6039-465a-9cf1-feb5567aebb7/4526E9620A9A7DB74267ABEA5881022F.5.15.2019.-final-project-report-american-investment.pdf
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/9f25139a-6039-465a-9cf1-feb5567aebb7/4526E9620A9A7DB74267ABEA5881022F.5.15.2019.-final-project-report-american-investment.pdf
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Economic Impacts of the 2020 Census 

US Congress Joint Economic Committee – Hearing - May 22, 2019 

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/press-releases?ID=55DC1A60-C100-4493-

87B4-8E329A128FE8 

 

“The hearing will focus on the importance of conducting a thorough and accurate decennial census. 

Census data provide a benchmark for nearly all federal statistics, which are critical to understanding 

the economy and for businesses as they plan everything from marketing strategies to long-term 

investments. The discussion occurs amid increased politicization of the 2020 census, with the potential 

citizenship question threatening to reduce the rate of response in some communities.” 

 

INCOMES - INEQUALITY - IMMIGRATION 

 

Heather Boushey 

The Economy Isn’t Getting Better for Most Americans. But There Is A Fix 

Brookings – Op-Ed - May 15, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/the-economy-isnt-getting-better-for-most-americans-but-there-is-

a-fix 

 

“Gross domestic product, a long-trusted indicator of U.S. economic growth, fails to show just how 

unevenly that growth is distributed in America. Heather Boushey argues that in order to address 

widening income inequality, we must rethink the way we measure economic progress and find new 

ways to restore power to workers.” 

 

 

Tim Henderson  

Economists Remain Worried About Slow-Growing Middle Class 

Pew - Stateline – Article - May 20, 2019 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2019/05/20/economists-remain-

worried-about-slow-growing-middle-class 

 

“Most states saw growth in the middle class between 2016 and 2017, but the number of households in 

that group still had not recovered to the levels of 2000. Only Nebraska and the District of Columbia 

had a middle class bigger than in 2000.” 

 

 

U.S. Households' Economic Well-Being 

Federal Reserve Board – Report – May 2019 – 64 pages 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/consumerscommunities/files/2018-report-economic-well-being-us-

households-201905.pdf 

 

“The goal of the survey is to share the wide range of financial challenges and opportunities facing 

individuals and households in the United States. For many, the findings are positive; however, areas of 

distress and fragility remain. The survey also reveals how households view their own financial lives 

and the many decisions they face, from education to retirement.” 

 

 

Caroline Ratcliffe, Caleb Quakenbush, and William J. Congdon 

How To Help Families Achieve and Maintain Financial Well-Being 

Urban Institute – Report – May 2019 – 45 pages 

https://next50.urban.org/sites/default/files/2019-05/Next50-Financial-Well-Being.pdf 

 

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/press-releases?ID=55DC1A60-C100-4493-87B4-8E329A128FE8
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/press-releases?ID=55DC1A60-C100-4493-87B4-8E329A128FE8
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/the-economy-isnt-getting-better-for-most-americans-but-there-is-a-fix
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/the-economy-isnt-getting-better-for-most-americans-but-there-is-a-fix
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2019/05/20/economists-remain-worried-about-slow-growing-middle-class
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2019/05/20/economists-remain-worried-about-slow-growing-middle-class
https://www.federalreserve.gov/consumerscommunities/files/2018-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201905.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/consumerscommunities/files/2018-report-economic-well-being-us-households-201905.pdf
https://next50.urban.org/sites/default/files/2019-05/Next50-Financial-Well-Being.pdf
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What would it take for every family to be financially secure? Discover bold strategies to narrow 

economic and racial inequities and to help families attain financial well-being. 

    

FISCAL AND TAX POLICIES - DEBT 

 

Heather Boushey, Ryan Nunn, and Jay Shambaugh 

Recession Ready: Fiscal Policies to Stabilize the American Economy 

Brookings – Report - May 16, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/multi-chapter-report/recession-ready-fiscal-policies-to-stabilize-the-

american-economy/ 

 

“Since World War II, the U.S. economy has been in a recession for about one of every seven months. 

A new book by the Hamilton Project at Brookings and the Washington Center for Equitable Growth 

offers policy changes to fiscal programs to improve how Americans fare in the next economic 

downturn.” 

 

 

Federal Grants to State and Local Governments: A Historical Perspective on Contemporary 

Issues 

Congressional Research Service – Report – Updated May 22, 2019 – 43 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R40638.pdf 

 

“This report provides a historical synopsis of the evolving nature of the federal grants-in-aid system, 

focusing on the role Congress has played in defining the system’s scope and nature. It begins with an 

overview of the contemporary federal grants-in-aid system and then examines its evolution over time, 

focusing on the internal and external factors that have influenced congressional decisions concerning 

the system’s development. It concludes with an assessment of the scope and nature of the 

contemporary federal grants-in-aid system and raises several issues for congressional consideration, 

including possible ways to augment congressional capacity to provide effective oversight of this 

system.” 

 

 

Jane G. Gravelle and Donald J. Marples 

Addressing the Long-Run Deficit: A Comparison of Approaches 

Congressional Research Service – Report – May 14, 2019 – 34 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R45717.pdf 

 

“Addressing a federal budget deficit that is unsustainable over the long run involves choices. 

Fundamentally, the issues require deciding what government goods, services, and transfers are worth 

paying taxes for. Most people would agree that the country benefits from a wide range of government 

services—air traffic controllers, border security, courts and corrections, and so forth—provided by the 

federal government. Yet federal government provision of goods and services comprises only a modest 

portion of the federal budget. Transfers, including interest payments, accounted for around 75% of the 

federal budget.” 

 

 

Jeffrey M. Stupak 

Fiscal Policy: Economic Effects 

Congressional Research Service – Report – May 16, 2019 – 14 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R45723.pdf 

 

“In recent history, the federal government has generally followed a pattern of increasing fiscal 

stimulus during a recession, then decreasing fiscal stimulus during the economic recovery... In contrast 

to the typical pattern of fiscal policy, the budget deficit began growing again in 2016, rising to nearly 

https://www.brookings.edu/multi-chapter-report/recession-ready-fiscal-policies-to-stabilize-the-american-economy/
https://www.brookings.edu/multi-chapter-report/recession-ready-fiscal-policies-to-stabilize-the-american-economy/
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40638.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45717.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45723.pdf
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4%of GDP in 2018 despite relatively strong economic conditions. This change in fiscal policy is 

notable, as expanding fiscal stimulus when the economy is not depressed can result in rising interest 

rates, a growing trade deficit, and accelerating inflation. As of publication of this report, interest rates 

have not risen discernibly and are still near historic lows, and inflation rates show no sign of 

acceleration. The trade deficit has been growing in recent years; however, it is not clear that this 

growth in the trade deficit is a result of increased fiscal stimulus.” 

 

 

Jane G. Gravelle and Donald J. Marples 

The Economic Effects of the 2017 Tax Revision: Preliminary Observations 

Congressional Research Service – Report – May 22, 2019 – 22 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R45736.pdf 

 

“In 2018, gross domestic product (GDP)grew at 2.9%, about the Congressional Budget Office’s 

(CBO’s) projected rate published in 2017 before the tax cut. On the whole, the growth effects tend to 

show a relatively small (if any) first-year effect on the economy. Although growth rates cannot 

indicate the tax cut’s effects on GDP, they tend to rule out very large effects particularly in the short 

run. Although investment grew significantly, the growth patterns for different types of assets do not 

appear to be consistent with the direction and size of the supply-side incentive effects one would 

expect from the tax changes. This potential outcome may raise questions about how much longer-run 

growth will result from the tax revision.” 

 

 

Alan D. Viard 

An Economic Analysis of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act’s Larger Standard Deduction  

American Enterprise Institute - Tax Notes – April 1, 2019 - 15 pages 

https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/On-the-Margin-April-1-2019.pdf 

 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act dramatically increased the standard deduction while eliminating the 

personal exemption and making other changes in an attempt to reduce the number of taxpayers 

claiming distortionary but popular deductions. Yet the higher standard deduction curtails all tax 

preferences provided through itemized deductions, no matter how beneficial they may be — 

deductions such as charitable contributions. Future tax reforms should directly limit or eliminate 

unjustified deductions rather than take a roundabout approach to reducing their use.  

  

MONETARY POLICY 

 

Stephan Luck and Tom Zimmerman 

Ten Years Later—Did QE Work?  

Federal Reserve Bank of New York - Liberty Street Economics – May 8, 2019 

https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/ten-years-laterdid-qe-work.html 

 

“The global financial crisis had begun to turn into a major recession by November 2008, spurring the 

Federal Open Market Committee to initiate what we now refer to as quantitative easing (QE). Our 

bloggers draw upon the empirical findings of post-crisis academic research—including their own 

work—to shed light on the question: Did QE work?” 

 

 

Jens H.E. Christensen 

The Risk of Returning to the Zero Lower Bound 

FRB San Francisco - Economic Letter - May 13, 2019 – 5 pages 

https://www.frbsf.org/economic-research/files/el2019-14.pdf 

 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45736.pdf
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/On-the-Margin-April-1-2019.pdf
https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/ten-years-laterdid-qe-work.html
https://www.frbsf.org/economic-research/files/el2019-14.pdf
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“Following the global financial crisis, U.S. monetary policy was constrained by the zero lower bound 

for short-term interest rates for many years. It has since lifted off and rates have gradually climbed. 

However, in light of the continuing economic expansion, it is relevant to ask how likely it is for the 

lower bound on interest rates to again become a constraint on monetary policy. Analysis using several 

different approaches suggests that there currently appears to be a low risk of the economy returning to 

the zero lower bound for at least the next several years.” 

 

 

Daniel A. Dias and João B. Duarte 

Monetary Policy, Housing Rents, and Inflation Dynamics  

Federal Reserve Board – Discussion Paper – May 2019 – 26 pages 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/ifdp/files/ifdp1248.pdf 

 

“In this paper we study the effect of monetary policy shocks on housing rents. Our main finding is 

that, in contrast to house prices, housing rents increase in response to contractionary monetary policy 

shocks.  We also find that, after a contractionary monetary policy shock, rental vacancies and the 

homeownership rate decline.  This combination of results suggests that monetary policy may affect 

housing tenure decisions (own versus rent).  In addition, we show that, with the exception of the 

shelter component, all other main components of the consumer price index (CPI) either decline in 

response to a contractionary monetary policy shock or are not responsive. These findings motivated us 

to study the statistical properties of alternative measures of inflation that exclude the shelter 

component.” 

 

 

David W. Perkins 

Long Live Cash: The Potential Decline of Cash Usage and Related Implications 

Congressional Research Service – Report – Updated May 10, 2019 – 32 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R45716.pdf 

 

“Electronic forms of payment have become increasingly available, convenient, and cost efficient due 

to technological advances in digitization and data processing. Anecdotal reporting and certain analyses 

suggest that businesses and consumers are increasingly eschewing cash payments in favor of 

electronic payment methods. Such trends have led analysts and policymakers to examine the 

possibility that the use and acceptance of cash will significantly decline in coming years and to 

consider the effects of such an evolution.” 

 

FINANCE 

 

State of the International Financial System - Part II 

House Committee on Financial Services – Hearing - May 22, 2019 

https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=403787 

 

Annual Testimony of the Secretary of the Treasury, Steven T. Mnuchin 

 

 

Gara Afonso, Filippo Curti, Ping McLemore, and Atanas Mihov 

Understanding Cyber Risk: Lessons from a Recent Fed Workshop  

FRB New York – Liberty Street Economics – May 17, 2019 

https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/understanding-cyber-risk-lessons-from-a-

recent-fed-workshop.html 

 

Cyber risk poses a major threat to financial stability, yet financial institutions still lack a common 

framework for confronting these hazards, undermining efforts to measure, manage, and confront 

system-level cyber threats. This blog post describes the proceedings of a recent workshop—part of an 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/ifdp/files/ifdp1248.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45716.pdf
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=403787
https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/understanding-cyber-risk-lessons-from-a-recent-fed-workshop.html
https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/understanding-cyber-risk-lessons-from-a-recent-fed-workshop.html
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initiative by the Federal Reserve Banks of Richmond and New York and the Fed’s Board of 

Governors—that gathered leading risk managers, academics, and policy makers to discuss proposals 

for countering cyber risk. 

  

 

Oversight of Prudential Regulators: Ensuring the Safety, Soundness and Accountability of 

Megabanks and Other Depository Institutions 

House Committee on Financial Services – Hearing - May 16, 2019 

https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=403653 

 

Witness List:  

    Rodney Hood, Chairman, National Credit Union Administration 

    Jelena McWilliams, Chairman, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

    Joseph Otting, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller of the Currency 

    Randal Quarles, Vice Chairman of Supervision, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 

 

 

Marc Labonte 

Enhanced Prudential Regulation of Large Banks 

Congressional Research Service – Report – May 6, 2019 – 33 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R45711.pdf 

 

“The 2007-2009 financial crisis highlighted the problem of “too big to fail” financial institutions—the 

concept that the failure of large financial firms could trigger financial instability, which in several 

cases prompted extraordinary federal assistance to prevent their failure. One pillar of the2010Dodd-

Frank Act’s (P.L. 111-203) response to addressing financial stability and ending too big to fail is a 

new enhanced prudential regulatory (EPR) regime that applies to large banks and to nonbank financial 

institutions designated by the Financial Stability Oversight Council (FSOC) as systemically important 

financial institutions (SIFIs).” 

 

 

Andrew Haughwout, Donghoon Lee, Joelle Scally, and Wilbert van der Klaauw 

Shifts in Credit Market Participation over Two Decades 

FRB New York – Liberty Street Economics – May 14, 2019 

https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/just-released-shifts-in-credit-market-

participation-over-two-decades.html 

 

“The New York Fed’s latest Quarterly Report on Household Debt and Credit shows that total 

household debt grew by $124 billion in the first quarter of 2019, boosted by increases in mortgage, 

auto, and student loan balances. Over the past twenty years, the prevalence of each type of credit has 

waxed and waned, shifts linked to the housing boom, the Great Recession, and the subsequent 

economic recovery. In this blog post, the authors draw on the Quarterly Report’s underlying dataset to 

explore those longer-term trends in credit market participation.” 

 

 

Adam Looney 

A Better Way to Provide Relief to Student Loan Borrowers 

Brookings - Up Front - April 30, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2019/04/30/a-better-way-to-provide-relief-to-student-loan-

borrowers/ 

 

“Instead of proposals that call for scrapping America’s student loan program and starting from scratch, 

Adam Looney describes how to reform the existing system in a way that is fair, progressive, 

sustainable, and allows the best parts of today’s lending system to continue.” 

 

https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=403653
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45711.pdf
https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/just-released-shifts-in-credit-market-participation-over-two-decades.html
https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/just-released-shifts-in-credit-market-participation-over-two-decades.html
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2019/04/30/a-better-way-to-provide-relief-to-student-loan-borrowers/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2019/04/30/a-better-way-to-provide-relief-to-student-loan-borrowers/
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Ben Miller and Jason Delisle  

Ensuring Accountability and Effectiveness at the Office of Federal Student Aid 

Center for American Progress – Report - May 1, 2019, 12:01 am 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-

postsecondary/reports/2019/05/01/469096/ensuring-accountability-effectiveness-office-federal-

student-aid/ 

 

“The fifth-largest bank in the United States does not occupy a fancy office tower in Manhattan… 

Instead, most of its 1,300 employees sit in an 11-story building on a small street tucked away behind 

Washington, D.C.’s Union Station. From that base of operations it manages a massive portfolio that 

affects 1 out of every 6 adult Americans. In fact, the bank is not even a financial company but rather 

the Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA), a unit within the U.S. Department of Education. This office 

disburses roughly $120 billion each year in grants and loans to help millions of students access and 

afford an education beyond high school. It also oversees a total loan portfolio of $1.4 trillion. It does 

this on a total budget of about $1.7 billion a year, about half of which is spent on outside contractors to 

service student loans.” 

 

HOUSING 

 

Jenny Schuetz 

Cost, Crowding, or Commuting? Housing Stress on The Middle Class 

Brookings – Report - May 7, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/cost-crowding-or-commuting-housing-stress-on-the-middle-class/ 

 

“Over the past decade, housing costs in the U.S. have risen faster than average incomes. While 

housing affordability has long been a problem for low-income families, middle-income families are 

increasingly facing affordability challenges, especially in urban areas with strong labor markets. When 

housing costs rise, households can respond by adjusting their consumption; for instance, living in 

smaller spaces or moving farther from city centers.” 

 

 

Olivier Armantier, Andrew Haughwout, Gizem Kosar, Donghoon Lee, Joelle Scally, and Wilbert van 

der Klaauw 

Press Briefing on the Evolution and Future of Homeownership 

FRB New York - Liberty Street Economics – May 22, 2019 

https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/just-released-press-briefing-on-the-evolution-

and-future-of-homeownership.html 

 

“The New York Fed today held a press briefing on homeownership in the United States in connection 

with its release of the 2019 SCE Housing Survey, a part of the broader Survey of Consumer 

Expectations (SCE). The briefing, which opened with remarks by New York Fed President John 

Williams, included a presentation by Bank economists on how homeownership has evolved over the 

past fifty-plus years.” 

 

 

Peter Harrison and Henry Kraemer 

Homes for All: The Progressive Agenda on Housing 

Data for Progress – Report – May 2019 - 51 pages 

http://filesforprogress.org/reports/homes_for_all.pdf 

 

“With housing costing one third to one half of pay for millions of Americans - more than any other 

expense - it’s clear that Americans need more affordable homes, and they need them now.” 

 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-postsecondary/reports/2019/05/01/469096/ensuring-accountability-effectiveness-office-federal-student-aid/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-postsecondary/reports/2019/05/01/469096/ensuring-accountability-effectiveness-office-federal-student-aid/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-postsecondary/reports/2019/05/01/469096/ensuring-accountability-effectiveness-office-federal-student-aid/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/cost-crowding-or-commuting-housing-stress-on-the-middle-class/
https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/just-released-press-briefing-on-the-evolution-and-future-of-homeownership.html
https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/just-released-press-briefing-on-the-evolution-and-future-of-homeownership.html
http://filesforprogress.org/reports/homes_for_all.pdf
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Serafin J. Grundl and You Suk Kim 

The Marginal Effect of Government Mortgage Guarantees on Homeownership 

Federal Reserve Board – Working Paper – April 2019 – 45 pages 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/feds/files/2019027pap.pdf 

 

The federal government guarantees residential mortgages up to a cap—the conforming loan limit—

which is tied to county home prices. The authors exploit the variation in loan limits across county 

borders to estimate the effect of government mortgage guarantees on homeownership. Using property-

level transaction data, they find that increases in conforming loan limits in 2008 expanded guarantees 

for new originations by more than $50,000 per sale, but had no effect on homeownership. There was 

no robust effect on homeownership after the 2011 loan limit reduction either. The finding suggests that 

government guarantees could be considerably reduced with, at most, modest effects on 

homeownership, the authors say, and that other, more direct policy tools are necessary if the 

government wants to encourage homeownership. 

 

OTHER ECONOMIC POLICIES 

 

Promoting   Economic   Growth:   A   Review   of   Proposals   to   Strengthen the Rights and 

Protections for Workers 

Committee on Financial Services – Hearing - May 15, 2019 

https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=403651 

 

“This hearing will examine four legislative proposals that are designed to provide more information to 

help investors make decisions based on long-term economic growth.” 

 

 

Oversight of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

House Committee on the Judiciary – Hearing - May 9, 2019  

https://judiciary.house.gov/legislation/hearings/oversight-us-patent-and-trademark-office 

 

Witness: Andrei Ianci, Under Secretary for Intellectual Property and Director of the U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

 

LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

Edward J. Pinto  

The 10 Best and Worst Metro Areas to Live in For STEM Jobs  

American Enterprise Institute - May 13, 2019 

http://www.aei.org/publication/aei-housing-center-announces-ten-best-and-worst-metro-areas-to-live-

in-for-science-technology-engineering-and-math-stem-jobs 

  

“The AEI Housing Center evaluated the 30 metros with the highest number of STEM jobs in 2018 to 

see which were best to live in. In addition to the number of STEM jobs, it took into account two other 

important factors. The first is total employment growth of any type since 1990, since a growing 

employment market is indicative of work opportunities generally and in the STEM sector particularly. 

Second, it evaluated the relative affordability for first-time buyers because this is an important 

consideration for new and recent STEM graduates and acts as a proxy for cost of living. Dallas–Fort 

Worth was ranked the best, and Los Angeles and Sacramento were tied for the worst.” 

 

 

 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/feds/files/2019027pap.pdf
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=403651
https://judiciary.house.gov/legislation/hearings/oversight-us-patent-and-trademark-office
http://www.aei.org/publication/aei-housing-center-announces-ten-best-and-worst-metro-areas-to-live-in-for-science-technology-engineering-and-math-stem-jobs
http://www.aei.org/publication/aei-housing-center-announces-ten-best-and-worst-metro-areas-to-live-in-for-science-technology-engineering-and-math-stem-jobs
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Marcela Escobari, Ian Seyal, José Morales-Arilla, and Chad Shearer 

Growing Cities That Work for All 

Brookings – Report – May 2019 – 52 pages 

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/GrowingCitiesthatWorkforAll-

FINALforWeb.pdf 

 

“Since the economic recovery began in 2010, economic growth has accrued in select corners of the 

United States, leading to disparate economic and social outcomes across the country. A new report 

provides a road map for local leaders to grow their economies and help people adapt to a changing 

labor market.” 

 

BUSINESS  

 

Fatih Karahan, Benjamin Pugsley, and Ayşegül Şahin 

Demographic Origins of the Startup Deficit  

FRB New York – Staff Report – May 2019 – 46 pages 

https://www.newyorkfed.org/medialibrary/media/research/staff_reports/sr888.pdf 

 

“Why has the U.S. startup rate—measured as the ratio of new employers to all employers—been 

trending down for nearly four decades? The authors point to a slowdown in labor supply growth since 

the late 1970s, which explains roughly two-thirds of the decline and why incumbent firm survival and 

average growth over the lifecycle have been little changed. The authors show these results in a 

standard model of firm dynamics, testing the underlying economic mechanism using shocks to labor 

supply growth across states.” 

 

 

James Pethokoukis 

How Should We Feel About Big Business? A Long-Read Q&A With Tyler Cowen 

A.E.I. – AEIdeas – May 20, 2019 

https://www.aei.org/publication/how-should-we-feel-about-big-business-a-long-read-qa-with-tyler-

cowen 

 

“Why do we love to hate big business? Are American corporations monopolistic? Are CEOs 

overpaid? And is Big Tech really a threat to our democracy? James Pethokoukis interviews Tyler 

Cowen, director of George Mason University's Mercatus Center and author of the new book "Big 

Business: A Love Letter to an American Anti-Hero", to discuss these questions.” 

 

 

Access to Capital for Entrepreneurs: Removing Barriers 

Kauffman Foundation – Report – April 2019 – 56 pages 

https://www.kauffman.org/-/media/kauffman_org/entrepreneurship-landing-page/capital-

access/capitalreport_042519.pdf 

 

“Lack of access to capital is often cited as one of the primary barriers facing entrepreneurship. This 

report surveys the current knowledge landscape regarding access to capital with an eye towards 

innovative concepts for improvement to capital access systems.” 

 

 

Anna Kovner and Brandon Zborowski  

Is There Too Much Business Debt? 

FRB New York - Liberty Street Economics – May 29, 2019 

https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/is-there-too-much-business-debt.html 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/GrowingCitiesthatWorkforAll-FINALforWeb.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/GrowingCitiesthatWorkforAll-FINALforWeb.pdf
https://www.newyorkfed.org/medialibrary/media/research/staff_reports/sr888.pdf
https://www.aei.org/publication/how-should-we-feel-about-big-business-a-long-read-qa-with-tyler-cowen
https://www.aei.org/publication/how-should-we-feel-about-big-business-a-long-read-qa-with-tyler-cowen
https://www.kauffman.org/-/media/kauffman_org/entrepreneurship-landing-page/capital-access/capitalreport_042519.pdf
https://www.kauffman.org/-/media/kauffman_org/entrepreneurship-landing-page/capital-access/capitalreport_042519.pdf
https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/is-there-too-much-business-debt.html
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“By many measures, nonfinancial corporate debt has been increasing as a share of GDP and assets 

since 2010. As the May Federal Reserve Financial Stability Report explained, high business debt can 

be a financial stability risk because heavily indebted corporations may need to cut back spending more 

sharply when shocks occur. Our bloggers review measures of corporate leverage in the United States 

and find that, although corporate debt has soared, concerns about debt growth are mitigated in part by 

higher corporate cash flows.” 

 

 

David Rodziewicz and Nicholas Sly 

Capital Reallocation and Capital Investment 

FRB Kansas City – Economic Review – May 2019 – 20 pages  

https://www.kansascityfed.org/~/media/files/publicat/econrev/econrevarchive/2019/2q19rodziewiczsly

.pdf 

 

“Corporate debt levels have grown substantially during the 10-year recovery from the global financial 

crisis. This debt might be expected to finance investments that support firm expansion, as the U.S. 

economy has experienced strong growth over the last 10 years. However, much of the corporate debt 

has been used to reallocate capital through mergers and acquisitions rather than to fund investment 

activity… David Rodziewicz and Nicholas Sly show that rising merger and acquisition activity does 

not fully crowd out new capital investment, as both sales of existing capital between firms and 

investment in new capital tend to rise and fall together.” 

 

 

Oz Shy 

Cashless Stores and Cash Users 

FRB Atlanta - Notes from the Vault - May 2019 

https://www.frbatlanta.org/cenfis/publications/notesfromthevault/05-cashless-stores-and-cash-users-

2019-05-20.aspx 

“With the emergence of cashless stores, how does this change affect consumers who lack credit or 

debit cards? Notes from the Vault characterizes consumers who pay cash for in-person purchases and 

those who do not have credit or debit cards.” 

 

INNOVATION – TECHNOLOGY 

 

John F. Sargent Jr 

Federal Research and Development (R&D) Funding: FY2020 

Congressional Research Service – Report – May 9, 2019 – 68 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R45715.pdf 

 

“President Trump’s budget request for FY2020 includes approximately $134.1 billion for research and 

development (R&D) … The request represents the President’s R&D priorities. Congress may opt to 

agree with none, part, or all of the request, and it may express different priorities through the 

appropriations process.” 

 

 

Achieving the Promise of a Diverse STEM Workforce 

House Science Committee – Hearing - May 9, 2019 

https://science.house.gov/hearings/achieving-the-promise-of-a-diverse-stem-workforce 

 

“I’m sorry to say that in the years since this Committee last addressed this issue, progress has been 

very slow. Some fields have seen no gains at all. In 2010, women earned 20 percent of physics 

bachelor’s degrees, today they earn 19 percent. The share of engineering degrees earned by black men 

is the same today as it was in 2010, just 3 percent. Hispanic women are still earning less than 2 percent 

of bachelor’s degrees in computer science. We have a lot of work to do. As Chairwoman of the 

https://www.kansascityfed.org/~/media/files/publicat/econrev/econrevarchive/2019/2q19rodziewiczsly.pdf
https://www.kansascityfed.org/~/media/files/publicat/econrev/econrevarchive/2019/2q19rodziewiczsly.pdf
https://www.frbatlanta.org/cenfis/publications/notesfromthevault/05-cashless-stores-and-cash-users-2019-05-20.aspx
https://www.frbatlanta.org/cenfis/publications/notesfromthevault/05-cashless-stores-and-cash-users-2019-05-20.aspx
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45715.pdf
https://science.house.gov/hearings/achieving-the-promise-of-a-diverse-stem-workforce
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Science Committee I am determined to do what I can to move the needle. I was very glad to be joined 

by my good friend Ranking Member Lucas in introducing H.R. 2528, the STEM Opportunities Act of 

2019.” 

 

 

Reauthorization of the SBA’s Innovation Programs 

Senate Committee on Small Business – Hearing – May 15, 2018 

https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=57BB929E-D1E5-4311-9B69-

FFDFD46D405A 

 

“The SBIR/STTR program provides approximately $3.5 billion per year in funding to small 

businesses, making it the largest single source of non-dilutive, early-stage, high-risk funding.” 

 

 

The State of Global Expansion 2019 Report: Tech Industry 

Velocity Global – April 2019 

https://info.velocityglobal.com/report-tsoge-2019-main 

 

Over 85% of US- and UK-based tech businesses plan to expand into new global markets. Of those 

surveyed, over 50% are doing so to expand their customer base—and over 42% are driven by a desire 

to recruit the best global tech talent. The State of Global Expansion 2019 Report highlights these 

trends and more based on a survey of 1,000 tech executives in these regions. Also included is a Global 

Expansion Tech Index that provides tech firms with a guide of the most promising countries to 

consider for international expansion.” 

 

DATA PRIVACY 

 

Privacy Rights and Data Collection in a Digital Economy  

Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs – Hearing – May 7, 2019 

https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/privacy-rights-and-data-collection-in-a-digital-economy 

 

The witnesses will be: Mr. Peter Chase, Senior Fellow, The German Marshall Fund of the United 

States; Mr. Jay Cline, Privacy and Consumer Protection Leader, Principal, PwC US; and Mr. Maciej 

Ceglowski, Founder, Pinboard.” 

 

 

Strengthening Protections for Americans’ Privacy and Data Security 

House Energy and Commerce Committee – Hearing – May 8, 2019 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-oversight-of-the-federal-

trade-commission-strengthening 

 

Oversight of the Federal Trade Commission: Testimony of the Federal Trade Commission 

 

 

Consumer Perspectives: Policy Principles for a Federal Data Privacy Framework 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation – Hearing – May 1, 2019 

https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=EC293594-BD9A-4F07-9B7D-

B9EFE65E7DC4 

 

“The hearing will examine consumers’ expectations for data privacy in the Digital Age and how those 

expectations may vary based on the type of information collected and processed by businesses. In 

addition, the hearing will examine how to provide consumers with meaningful tools and resources to 

make more informed privacy decisions about the products and services they use both online and 

https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=57BB929E-D1E5-4311-9B69-FFDFD46D405A
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=57BB929E-D1E5-4311-9B69-FFDFD46D405A
https://info.velocityglobal.com/report-tsoge-2019-main
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/privacy-rights-and-data-collection-in-a-digital-economy
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-oversight-of-the-federal-trade-commission-strengthening
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-oversight-of-the-federal-trade-commission-strengthening
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=EC293594-BD9A-4F07-9B7D-B9EFE65E7DC4
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=EC293594-BD9A-4F07-9B7D-B9EFE65E7DC4
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offline. The panel will also discuss data privacy rights, controls, and protections that should be 

available to consumers and enshrined into law in the United States.  

 

 

Nigel Cory, Robert D. Atkinson, and Daniel Castro 

Principles and Policies for “Data Free Flow With Trust” 

Information Technology & Innovation Foundation – Report – May 2019 – 35 pages 

https://itif.org/printpdf/8517 

 

 “The digital economy’s foundations are showing cracks as some countries try to impose their rules on 

others, and some erect barriers and turn inward. But Japanese Prime Minister Abe’s new initiative for 

“data free flow with trust,” combined with Japan’s hosting of the G20 and its leading role in e-

commerce negotiations at the WTO, provides a valuable opportunity to begin forging a new global 

consensus around core principles and policies to maximize the innovative and productivity benefits of 

data. ITIF’s latest report offers a framework.” 

 

 

Suzy E. Park 

Technological Convergence: Regulatory, Digital Privacy, and Data Security Issues 

Congressional Research Service – Report – May 30, 2019 – 27 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R45746.pdf 

 

“Technological convergent devices share three key characteristics. First, converged devices can 

execute multiple functions to serve blended purpose. Second, converged devices can collect and use 

data in various formats and employ machine learning techniques to deliver enhanced user experience. 

Third, converged devices are connected to a network directly and/or are interconnected with other 

devices to offer ubiquitous access to users. Technological convergence may present a range of issues 

where Congress may take legislative and/or oversight actions.” 

 

 

Eline Chivot and Daniel Castro  

The EU Needs to Reform the GDPR to Be Competitive in the Algorithmic Economy 

Center for Data Innovation – Report - May 2019  

https://www.datainnovation.org/2019/05/the-eu-needs-to-reform-the-gdpr-to-remain-competitive-in-

the-algorithmic-economy/ 

 

“As the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) marks its first year of enforcement, a new 

report from ITIF’s Center for Data Innovation examines the impact it has had on artificial intelligence 

and finds it inhibits the development and use of AI in Europe, putting EU firms at a disadvantage. EU 

policymakers should reform the GDPR to remain competitive in the algorithmic economy.” 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES – TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

 

Clara Hendrickson and William A. Galston 

Big Tech Threats: Making Sense of the Backlash Against Online Platforms 

Brookings – Report - May 28, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/big-tech-threats-making-sense-of-the-backlash-against-online-

platforms/ 

 

“With a better understanding of the principles undergirding both foreign and domestic responses to the 

threats posed by big tech, each subsequent section in this paper will lay out the specific dimensions of 

the political and economic problems that have arisen in the digital age, the policy responses and 

proposals pursued abroad, and the ideas guiding debate in the U.S. The goal of this paper is to serve as 

a resource so that as U.S. lawmakers consider how improve transparency in online advertising, protect 

https://itif.org/printpdf/8517
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45746.pdf
https://www.datainnovation.org/2019/05/the-eu-needs-to-reform-the-gdpr-to-remain-competitive-in-the-algorithmic-economy/
https://www.datainnovation.org/2019/05/the-eu-needs-to-reform-the-gdpr-to-remain-competitive-in-the-algorithmic-economy/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/big-tech-threats-making-sense-of-the-backlash-against-online-platforms/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/big-tech-threats-making-sense-of-the-backlash-against-online-platforms/
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user privacy, mitigate the threat posed by harmful content, empower content creators dependent on 

online platforms, and ensure competition in the digital economy, they can draw on the experience of 

other democratic governments around the world.” 

 

 

Nicol Turner Lee, Paul Resnick, and Genie Barton 

Algorithmic Bias Detection and Mitigation: Best Practices and Policies to Reduce Consumer 

Harms 

Brookings – Report - May 22, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/algorithmic-bias-detection-and-mitigation-best-practices-and-

policies-to-reduce-consumer-harms 

 

“As the private and public sectors increasingly turn to artificial intelligence and machine learning to 

automate decision making, they run the risk of replicating and amplifying existing human biases. 

Drawing on insights from thought leaders in the field, Nicol Turner Lee, Paul Resnick, and Genie 

Barton share a new framework for detecting these biases and reducing their discriminatory effects on 

consumers.” 

 

 

The Digital Ecosystem: New Paths to Entrepreneurship 

House Committee on Small Business – Hearing - May 09, 2019 

https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2554 

 

“The digital ecosystem has unlocked powerful opportunities for small businesses. By embracing 

digital engagement, Main Street firms are experiencing greater sales both locally and globally. In this 

hearing, the Committee will discuss ways digital platforms empower small businesses and obstacles to 

the adoption of digital tools.” 

 

 

Joe Kennedy 

Digital Services Taxes: A Bad Idea Whose Time Should Never Come 

Information Technology & Innovation Foundation – Report – May 2019 – 31 pages 

https://www.itif.org/printpdf/8476 

 

“More than a dozen countries are considering ways to impose digital services taxes on multinational 

Internet companies. Their rationales for doing so are flawed. The truth is they are circumventing long-

standing international rules to grab more corporate tax revenues for themselves, which would lead to 

significant economic distortions, create more complexity in a system already overburdened with it, 

and result in less overall economic growth and innovation. The United States should forcefully counter 

these proposals.” 

 

 

Alan McQuinn and Daniel Castro 

A Policymaker’s Guide to Blockchain 

Information Technology & Innovation Foundation – Report – April 2019 – 64 pages 

https://itif.org/printpdf/8449 

 

“Blockchain creates many opportunities to boost productivity, open new markets, and disrupt legacy 

business models across a variety of sectors. Policymakers can and should do more to support 

blockchain innovation and adoption, including by supporting public sector adoption, creating a 

flexible regulatory environment to allow experimentation, and using targeted regulatory enforcement. 

But without a firm grasp on the technology, policymakers will be unable to facilitate the continued 

rollout of blockchain in the public and private sectors.” 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/algorithmic-bias-detection-and-mitigation-best-practices-and-policies-to-reduce-consumer-harms
https://www.brookings.edu/research/algorithmic-bias-detection-and-mitigation-best-practices-and-policies-to-reduce-consumer-harms
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2554
https://www.itif.org/printpdf/8476
https://itif.org/printpdf/8449
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INFRASTRUCTURE – TRANSPORTATION 

 

Joseph W. Kane and Adie Tomer 

Shifting into an Era of Repair: US Infrastructure Spending Trends 

Brookings – Report - May 10, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/shifting-into-an-era-of-repair-us-infrastructure-spending-trends 

 

“Adie Tomer and Joseph Kane outline five spending trends that illustrate the need to strike a better 

balance between America’s current and future infrastructure needs.” 

 

 

LIFT America: Modernizing Our Infrastructure for the Future 

House Energy and Commerce Committee – Hearing - May 22, 2019 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/full-committee-hearing-on-lift-

america-modernizing-our-infrastructure 

 

H.R. 2741, the “Leading Infrastructure For Tomorrow’s America Act" (The LIFT America Act), a bill 

to rebuild and modernize the Nation’s infrastructure to expand access to broadband and Next 

Generation 9–1–1, rehabilitate drinking water infrastructure, modernize the electric grid and energy 

supply infrastructure, redevelop brownfields, strengthen health care infrastructure, create jobs, and 

protect public health and the environment, and for other purposes.  

 

 

The Need for Resilience: Preparing America’s Transportation Infrastructure for Climate 

Change 

House Science Committee – Hearing – May 22, 2019 

https://science.house.gov/hearings/the-need-for-resilience-preparing-americas-transportation-

infrastructure-for-climate-change 

 

“Climate change poses an unprecedented threat to our transportation infrastructure. Sea level rise and 

coastal flooding place 60,000 miles of roads and bridges in coastal floodplains at greater risk. Rail 

infrastructure is vulnerable to more frequent extreme heat waves. Increased precipitation and inland 

flooding threaten the structural integrity of thousands of bridges. Airports are exposed to a spectrum of 

flooding and extreme heat risks. And the impacts of climate change for transportation infrastructure 

will only intensify over time.” 

 

 

The Impacts of State-Owned Enterprises on Public Transit and Freight Rail Sectors 

House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure – Hearing – May 16, 2019 

https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/full-committee-hearing-on-the-impacts-

of-state-owned-enterprises-on-public-transit-and-freight-rail-sectors 

 

“A threat is growing in the infrastructure arena. China’s state-owned, state-subsidized, and state-

supported enterprises are setting up assembly operations right here in the United States. Backed by 

deep government support, two such firms –China Railroad Rolling Stock Corporation (CRRC)and 

Build Your Dreams (BYD) –have begun securing lucrative, U.S. taxpayer-supported contracts to 

supply our major cities with transit rail cars and electric buses. Their ambitions are sizeable, that is to 

establish a substantial foothold into our market as a means of expanding into private sectors such as 

the freight rail and passenger automobile markets.” 

 

 

Federal Public Transportation Program: In Brief 

Congressional Research Service – Report – Updated May 14, 2019 – 12 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R42706.pdf 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/shifting-into-an-era-of-repair-us-infrastructure-spending-trends
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/full-committee-hearing-on-lift-america-modernizing-our-infrastructure
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/full-committee-hearing-on-lift-america-modernizing-our-infrastructure
https://science.house.gov/hearings/the-need-for-resilience-preparing-americas-transportation-infrastructure-for-climate-change
https://science.house.gov/hearings/the-need-for-resilience-preparing-americas-transportation-infrastructure-for-climate-change
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/full-committee-hearing-on-the-impacts-of-state-owned-enterprises-on-public-transit-and-freight-rail-sectors
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/full-committee-hearing-on-the-impacts-of-state-owned-enterprises-on-public-transit-and-freight-rail-sectors
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42706.pdf
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“The main forms of public transportation are bus, heavy rail (subway and elevated), commuter rail, 

light rail, paratransit (also known as demand response), and ferryboat. About 48% of public 

transportation trips are made by bus, 38% by heavy rail, 5% by commuter rail, and 6% by light rail 

(including streetcars). Paratransit accounts for about 2% of all public transportation trips, and ferries 

about 1%.” 

 

 

John Frittelli 

Shipping Under the Jones Act: Legislative and Regulatory Background 

Congressional Research Service – Report – May 17, 2019 – 28 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R45725.pdf 

 

“The Jones Act, which refers to Section 27 of the Merchant Marine Act of 1920 (P.L. 66-261), 

requires that vessels transporting cargo from one U.S. point to another U.S. point be U.S.-built, and 

owned and crewed by U.S. citizens. The act provides a significant degree of protection for U.S. 

shipyards, domestic carriers, and American merchant sailors. It is a subject of debate because some 

experts point out that it leads to high domestic ocean shipping costs and constrains the availability of 

ships for domestic use.” 

 

AGRICULTURE 

 

Commodity Futures Trading Commission 

House Committee on Agriculture – Hearing – May 1, 2019 

https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AG/AG22/20190501/109332/HMTG-116-AG22-Wstate-GiancarloJ-

20190501.pdf 

 

Testimony by Christopher Giancarlo, chairman, Commodity Futures Trading Commission 

 

 

Reviewing the State of the Farm Economy 

House Committee on Agriculture – Hearing – May 9, 2019 

https://agriculture.house.gov/hearings/hearingDetails.aspx?NewsID=1397 

 

Witnesses :  Huie Farms,  Twin Oak Farms, Pismo Oceano Vegetable Exchange, Davis Farms 

“The current economic climate in agriculture makes it difficult for crop producers to remain viable and 

service our debt, much less earn a positive margin.  This economic situation is the result of multiple 

factors that have combined to create almost the perfect storm for crop producers in most parts of the 

country.” 

 

 

Randy Schnepf 

New Round of Farm Trade Aid Proposed by Administration for 2019 

CRS - May 31, 2019 – 2 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/IN11126.pdf 

 

“On May 23, 2019, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that it will take several 

actions in 2019 toassist farmers in response to continued economic damage from trade retaliation and 

trade disruption in internationalagricultural markets. These actions are to include a new trade aid 

package for the U.S. farm sector valued at up to $16billion.” 

 

 

Major Agricultural Trade Issues in the 116
th

 Congress 

Congressional Research Service – Report –May 20, 2019 – 51 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R45728.pdf 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45725.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AG/AG22/20190501/109332/HMTG-116-AG22-Wstate-GiancarloJ-20190501.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AG/AG22/20190501/109332/HMTG-116-AG22-Wstate-GiancarloJ-20190501.pdf
https://agriculture.house.gov/hearings/hearingDetails.aspx?NewsID=1397
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/IN11126.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45728.pdf
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“Congress has traditionally displayed a keen interest in agricultural trade issues given their importance 

to farmers and ranchers and to the overall economy. A major area of interest for the 116thCongress 

has been the loss of overseas export market shares for agricultural products due to the direction of the 

Trump Administration’s trade policy, which places increased emphasis on reducing the overall U.S. 

trade deficit.” 

 

 

Alexandra Carter and Miriam Goldstein  

American Aquaculture: An Overview of the Current Status, Environmental Impacts, and 

Legislative Opportunities 

Center for American Progress - May 2019 – 23 pages 

https://cdn.americanprogress.org/content/uploads/2019/05/10123602/aquaculture.pdf 

 

“As climate change and coastal population growth put pressure on traditional commercial fisheries, 

aquaculture has offered working waterfronts another avenue of economic opportunity. The economic 

opportunities that aquaculture offers are significant but must be balanced with proper regulations that 

ensure sound siting, species selection, and farm management practices, as well as deploy advanced 

technology to ensure environmental protections.” 

 

 

Climate Change and the Agriculture Sector 

Senate – Committee on Agriculture – Hearing - Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/hearings/climate-change-and-the-agriculture-sector 

 

Witnesses: 

Debbie Lyons-Blythe, Blythe Family Farms, White City , KS 

Frank Mitloehner, Professor, Department of Animal Science, University of California, Davis, CA 

Matthew Rezac, Rezac Farms, Weston , NE 

Thomas J. Vilsack, President and CEO, U.S. Dairy Export Council, Arlington, VA 

 

 

Oversight: The State of Fisheries 

House Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and Wildlife – Hearing - May 1, 2019 

https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/the-state-of-fisheries 

 

Panel I: Illegal, Unregulated, and Unreported Fishing 

Panel II: The State of U.S. Fisheries 

 

EMPLOYMENT  

 

Hie Joo Ahn and James Hamilton  

Measuring Labor-Force Participation and the Incidence and Duration of Unemployment  

Federal Reserve Board – Staff Working Paper – 2019 - 53 pages 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/feds/files/2019035pap.pdf 

 

“Survey data can have inconsistencies because respondents may not provide accurate answers, and 

those who do not respond may not resemble the entire population. The authors adjust data from the 

Current Population Survey between 2001 and 2018 to reconcile its numerous inconsistencies. They 

find that non-respondents are more likely than the general population to be unemployed and that the 

bias due to non-respondents has increased since the Great Recession. Usual statistics understate the 

unemployment rate and the labor-force participation rate by about two percentage points on average, 

they find, and the conventionally-reported unemployment duration overstates by 50% the true 

duration.” 

https://cdn.americanprogress.org/content/uploads/2019/05/10123602/aquaculture.pdf
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/hearings/climate-change-and-the-agriculture-sector
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/the-state-of-fisheries
https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/feds/files/2019035pap.pdf
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Regis Barnichon 

Is the Hot Economy Pulling New Workers into the Labor Force? 

FRB San Francisco - Economic Letter - May 20, 2019 – 5 pages 

https://www.frbsf.org/economic-research/files/el2019-15.pdf 

 

“Labor force participation among prime-age workers has climbed over the past few years, reversing 

from the substantial drop during and after the last recession. These gains might suggest that the 

strength of the job market is pulling people from the sidelines into the labor force. However, analysis 

that accounts for underlying flows between labor force states shows that, rather than drawing new 

people in, the hot labor market has instead reduced the number of individuals who are dropping out.” 

 

 

Improving Labor Force Participation 

FRB Atlanta - May 06, 2019 

https://macroblog.typepad.com/macroblog/2019/05/improving-labor-force-participation.html 

 

“Firms are hiring at a robust pace, but growth in the supply of labor might be relieving some of the job 

market's tightness. A new macroblog post looks at some factors that have influenced the recent 

rebound in labor force participation by those in their prime working years.” 

 

 

Ryan Nunn, Jana Parsons, and Jay Shambaugh 

How Difficult Is It to Find A Job? 

Brookings - Up Front - May 2, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2019/05/02/how-difficult-is-it-to-find-a-job 

 

“Despite an April jobs report that showed the U.S. unemployment rate had fallen to a 49-year low, 

experts from the Hamilton Project at Brookings find that unemployed Americans have more trouble 

finding a job today than at the peak of the last two business cycles." 

 

 

Eliminating Barriers to Employment: Opening Doors to Opportunity 

House Education and Labor Committee – Hearing – May 21, 2019 

https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/eliminating-barriers-to-employment-opening-doors-to-opportunity_ 

 

“Today’s legislative hearing will examine barriers keeping Americans out of the workforce and also 

identify legislative solutions to expand opportunity. Despite the overall strength of the economy, too 

many still face a range of obstacles to employment, including discrimination, that undermines 

opportunities to take part in the benefits of work. For example, older workers, workers with 

disabilities, disconnected youth, and returning citizens are often left behind in today’s economy. Our 

witnesses here today will help us understand the challenges facing each of these groups and how 

Congress can help solve those problems.” 

 

 

Robert Kuttner, John Schmitt, Heidi Shierholz, & David Weil 

The Future of Real Jobs: A Prospect Roundtable 

American Prospect - May 14, 2019 

https://prospect.org/article/future-real-jobs-prospect-roundtable 

 

How big is the non-standard workforce, and how do we measure it? 

 

 

https://www.frbsf.org/economic-research/files/el2019-15.pdf
https://macroblog.typepad.com/macroblog/2019/05/improving-labor-force-participation.html
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2019/05/02/how-difficult-is-it-to-find-a-job
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/eliminating-barriers-to-employment-opening-doors-to-opportunity_
https://prospect.org/article/future-real-jobs-prospect-roundtable
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Immigration and the Small Business Workforce 

House Committee on Small Business - May 22, 2019  

https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2590 

 

“Temporary and permanent immigration have long been at the forefront of national conversation. 

Much of the time, the labor force needs and concerns of small businesses in every sector are 

overlooked. Members will hear testimony from witnesses on the challenges they face in recruitment 

and retention of domestic workers, and what solutions immigrant labor has provided in addressing 

these issues. The hearing will also examine the current challenges small businesses face in hiring 

qualified foreign labor and what legislative solutions would help them.” 

 

LABOR 

 

Examining the Policies and Priorities of the U.S. Department of Labor 

House Education and Labor Committee – Hearing – May 1, 2019 

https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/04/24/2019/examining-the-policies-and-priorities-of-the-us-

department-of-labor 

 

Witness: Alexander Acosta, Secretary, U.S. Department of Labor  

 

 

Pamela Loprest, Demetra Nightingale, Jenny R. Yang, and K. Steven Brown 

How To Achieve Quality Jobs For All 

Urban Institute – Report – May 2019 – 47 pages 

https://next50.urban.org/sites/default/files/2019-

05/2019%2005%2009_Next50%20Job%20Quality_finalizedv2.pdf 

 

“What would it take to ensure every worker can earn family-sustaining wages with better benefits and 

experience a healthy work environment? Explore innovative strategies to address the complexities of 

shifting labor markets.” 

 

 

Leo Gertner, Shaun Richman 

This May Day, It’s Time to Cut Work Down to Size 

American Prospect – Article – May 1, 2019 

https://prospect.org/article/may-day-its-time-cut-work-down-size 

 

“Americans work longer hours (even in multiple part-time jobs) than their European counterparts. 

Here’s how to create a better work-life balance.” 

 

 

Paid Family and Medical Leave: Helping Workers and Employers Succeed 

House Ways and means Committee – Hearing - May 8, 2019  

https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/paid-family-and-medical-leave-helping-workers-

and-employers-succeed-0 

 

 

Kate Hamaji, Rachel Deutsch, Elizabeth Nicolas, Celine McNicholas, Heidi Shierholz, and Margaret 

Poydock  

Unchecked Corporate Power 

Economic Policy Institute - Report - May 20, 2019 

https://www.epi.org/publication/unchecked-corporate-power 

 

https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2590
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/04/24/2019/examining-the-policies-and-priorities-of-the-us-department-of-labor
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/04/24/2019/examining-the-policies-and-priorities-of-the-us-department-of-labor
https://next50.urban.org/sites/default/files/2019-05/2019%2005%2009_Next50%20Job%20Quality_finalizedv2.pdf
https://next50.urban.org/sites/default/files/2019-05/2019%2005%2009_Next50%20Job%20Quality_finalizedv2.pdf
https://prospect.org/article/may-day-its-time-cut-work-down-size
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/paid-family-and-medical-leave-helping-workers-and-employers-succeed-0
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/paid-family-and-medical-leave-helping-workers-and-employers-succeed-0
https://www.epi.org/publication/unchecked-corporate-power
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This report “forecasts that by 2024, more than 80 percent of private-sector, nonunion workers will be 

covered by forced arbitration clauses. This trend makes it critical that public enforcement agencies 

have the resources that they need to ensure that employers respect important worker protections such 

as minimum wages, earned sick and family leave, fair workweek standards, and protections against 

discrimination and harassment. Yet our public agencies are crippled by shrinking budgets and struggle 

to address persistent workplace violations.” 

 

 

Robert Maxim and Mark Muro 

Uber’s IPO Fallout Underscores the Need for A New Labor Model 

Brookings - The Avenue - May 23, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2019/05/23/ubers-ipo-fallout-underscores-the-need-for-a-

new-labor-model 

 

“After markets battered Uber’s stock following its initial public offering last week, raising questions 

about the sustainability of its contractor model, Robert Maxim and Mark Muro outline a series of new 

labor models for ridesharing companies that will work for the drivers actually providing the services, 

as well as investors and firms.” 

 

 

Daniel Aaronson and Brian J. Phelan  

Does Automation Always Lead to A Decline in Low-Wage Jobs? 

FRB Chicago – Fed Letter – May 2019 – 5 pages 

https://www.chicagofed.org/publications/chicago-fed-letter/2019/413 

 

“To what extent are low-wage jobs in the United States being replaced by technology? Our research 

suggests that low-wage jobs that are intensive in routine cognitive tasks, such as cashier, were 

supplanted by automation during the 2000s. Moreover, since the Great Recession, jobs intensive in 

both routine manual and routine cognitive tasks have been negatively impacted by automation. 

Nevertheless, the overall effect on individual low-wage workers has been surprisingly small.” 

 

PENSIONS 

 

John Yarmuth 

Challenges in the Retirement System 

Senate Committee on Finance – Hearing - May 14, 2019  

https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/challenges-in-the-retirement-system 

 

“What more can we do now to increase coverage in the existing system, how we can encourage more 

people to save, and what approaches should we take to help workers plan, save, and – critically — live 

in retirement?” 

 

 

Congress Must Act to Strengthen Americans’ Retirement Security 

Committee on the Budget – May 24, 2019 – 8 pages 

https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/Retirement%20Security%

20post%20hearing%20report_FINAL.pdf 

 

“In a hearing last week (https://budget.house.gov/legislation/hearings/keeping-our-promise-america-s-

seniors-retirement-security-21st-century, “Keeping Our Promise to America’s Seniors: Retirement 

Security in the 21stCentury,” the House Budget Committee heard from two panels of witnesses on the 

shifting retirement landscape and the various challenges workers and seniors face in preparing for 

retirement. Members across both sides of the aisle agreed that Congress must act to strengthen 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2019/05/23/ubers-ipo-fallout-underscores-the-need-for-a-new-labor-model
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2019/05/23/ubers-ipo-fallout-underscores-the-need-for-a-new-labor-model
https://www.chicagofed.org/publications/chicago-fed-letter/2019/413
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/challenges-in-the-retirement-system
https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/Retirement%20Security%20post%20hearing%20report_FINAL.pdf
https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/Retirement%20Security%20post%20hearing%20report_FINAL.pdf
https://budget.house.gov/legislation/hearings/keeping-our-promise-america-s-seniors-retirement-security-21st-century
https://budget.house.gov/legislation/hearings/keeping-our-promise-america-s-seniors-retirement-security-21st-century
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retirement security to ensure that all Americans have the opportunity to retire with financial stability 

and dignity.” 

 

 

Andrew G. Biggs 

How Hard Should We Push the Poor to Save for Retirement? 

AEI – The Journal of Retirement – May 2019 – 10 pages 

https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Biggs-JOR-How-Hard-Should-We-Push-the-Poor-

to-Save.pdf 

 

“More than half of US states are working to establish programs that would automatically enroll 

workers who are not offered a retirement plan by their employer in individual retirement accounts 

(IRAs). These programs are designed to address a perceived shortfall of retirement saving, particularly 

among low-wage workers who are less likely to be offered an employer-sponsored plan. But the 

designers of state-run auto-IRA plans fail to consider three questions: Do the poor need to save more 

for retirement? Will state-run auto-IRA plans increase net household savings? And, after accounting 

for interactions with means-tested government transfer programs, will state-run auto-IRA plans make 

the poor better off? The answer to all three questions may well be no.” 

 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS 

 

Brian Reinbold and Yi Wen 

Historical U.S. Trade Deficits 

FRB Saint Louis – Economic Synopsis – May 17, 2019 

https://research.stlouisfed.org/publications/economic-synopses/2019/05/17/historical-u-s-trade-deficits 

 

“Running a trade deficit is nothing new for the United States. Indeed, it has run a persistent trade 

deficit since the 1970s—but it also did throughout most of the 19th century. Figure 1 shows the U.S. 

goods trade balance as a percent of GDP (gross domestic product) from 1800 to 2018. From 1800-

1870, the United States ran a trade deficit for all but three years and the trade balance averaged about –

2.2 percent of GDP. Then from 1870-1970, it ran persistent trade surpluses that averaged about 1.1 

percent of GDP. Starting in about 1970, the United States began to run trade deficits again, which have 

continued to this day. These shifts in the long-term U.S. trade balance appear to correspond well with 

U.S. industrialization in a global setting.” 

 

 

Digital Trade and U.S. Trade Policy 

Congressional Research Service – Report –May 21, 2019 – 45 pages 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs//misc/R44565.pdf 

 

“As the global internet develops and evolves, digital trade has become more prominent on the global 

trade and economic policy agenda. The economic impact of the internet was estimated to be $4.2 

trillion in 2016, making it the equivalent of the fifth-largest national economy. The digital economy 

accounted for 6.9% of current‐ dollar gross U.S. domestic product (GDP)in 2017. Digital trade has 

been growing faster than traditional trade in goods and services.” 

 

 

Stephen Ezell and Caleb Foote 

How Stringent Export Controls on Emerging Technologies Would Harm the U.S. Economy 

Information Technology & Innovation Foundation – Report - May 20, 2019 – 23 pages 

http://www2.itif.org/2019-export-controls.pdf?_ga=2.237897984.1428818863.1559292093-

1562931536.1436366239 

 

https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Biggs-JOR-How-Hard-Should-We-Push-the-Poor-to-Save.pdf
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Biggs-JOR-How-Hard-Should-We-Push-the-Poor-to-Save.pdf
https://research.stlouisfed.org/publications/economic-synopses/2019/05/17/historical-u-s-trade-deficits
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R44565.pdf
http://www2.itif.org/2019-export-controls.pdf?_ga=2.237897984.1428818863.1559292093-1562931536.1436366239
http://www2.itif.org/2019-export-controls.pdf?_ga=2.237897984.1428818863.1559292093-1562931536.1436366239
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“The administration should use extreme caution in identifying emerging or foundational technologies 

for expanded export controls. Defining an overly restrictive set of technologies could cost U.S. firms 

$14.1 to $56.3 billion in exports over five years, threatening between 18,000 and 74,000 jobs. The 

focus should be preventing defense-related technologies from being adopted by potential adversaries 

without undermining U.S. competitiveness in emerging technologies.” 

 

 

Gary Clyde Hufbauer and Euijin Jung 

Will Auto Trade Be a Casualty of US-Japan Trade Talks? 

Peterson Institute – Blog - May 6, 2019 

https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/will-auto-trade-be-casualty-us-japan-trade-talks 

 

“President Trump has threatened national security tariffs or quotas on US auto imports from all 

sources. Restrictions on Japanese auto and parts imports would not only interrupt trade but also 

dampen Japanese investment and production in the United States that is an important source of 

employment.” 

 

 

Federico Mandelman and Andrea Waddle 

Intellectual Property, Tariffs, and International Trade Dynamics 

FRB Atlanta - Working Paper - April 2019 – 48 pages 

https://www.frbatlanta.org/-/media/documents/research/publications/wp/2019/04/30/intellectual-

property-tariffs-and-international-trade-dynamics.pdf 

 

The emergence of global value chains not only leads to a magnification of trade in intermediate inputs 

but also to an extensive technology diffusion among the different production units involved in arms-

length relationships. In this context, the lack of enforcement of intellectual property rights has recently 

become a highly controversial subject of debate in the context of the China-U.S. trade negotiations. 

This paper analyzes the strategic interaction of tariff policies and the enforcement of intellectual 

property rights within a quantitative general equilibrium framework. Results indicate that, in principle, 

tariffs could be an effective deterrent for weak protections for intellectual property.” 

 

CHINA 

 

Chad P. Bown and Eva (Yiwen) Zhang  

Trump's 2019 Protection Could Push China Back to Smoot-Hawley Tariff Levels 

Peterson Institute - Trade & Investment Policy Watch – May 14, 2019 

https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-2019-protection-could-push-china-back-

smoot-hawley-tariff 

 

“On top of President Trump's latest tariff steps, the administration has begun the process expected to 

lead to a 25 percent tariff on most of the US imports from China so far untouched by his trade war. 

Taken together, these steps would affect a vast array of imported consumer products—and would also 

raise US tariffs on China to levels not seen since the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act of 1930 enacted at the 

start of the Great Depression.” 

 

 

Jamie P. Horsley 

A Primer on How Chinese Law Might Enforce A US-China Trade Deal 

Brookings – Blog – May 15, 2019 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2019/05/15/a-primer-on-how-chinese-law-might-

enforce-a-us-china-trade-deal 

 

https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/will-auto-trade-be-casualty-us-japan-trade-talks
https://www.frbatlanta.org/-/media/documents/research/publications/wp/2019/04/30/intellectual-property-tariffs-and-international-trade-dynamics.pdf
https://www.frbatlanta.org/-/media/documents/research/publications/wp/2019/04/30/intellectual-property-tariffs-and-international-trade-dynamics.pdf
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-2019-protection-could-push-china-back-smoot-hawley-tariff
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-2019-protection-could-push-china-back-smoot-hawley-tariff
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2019/05/15/a-primer-on-how-chinese-law-might-enforce-a-us-china-trade-deal
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2019/05/15/a-primer-on-how-chinese-law-might-enforce-a-us-china-trade-deal
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“Trade negotiations between the United States and China have reached an impasse in part over the 

U.S. demand that China’s commitments be codified by law. Jamie Horsley breaks down Chinese 

legislative procedures to examine how this standoff might be resolved.” 

 

 

Mary Amiti, Stephen J. Redding, and David E. Weinstein 

New China Tariffs Increase Costs to U.S. Households  

Federal Reserve Bank of New York – Liberty Street Economics – May 23, 2019 

https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/new-china-tariffs-increase-costs-to-us-

households.html 

 

“Tariffs on $200 billion of U.S. imports from China were increased from 10 percent to 25 percent 

beginning May 10, 2019, following a breakdown in trade negotiations. In this post, the authors analyze 

the cost of these new, higher tariffs and find that they impose an annual cost of $831 on the typical 

U.S. household.” 

 

 

Nigel Cory 

Why China Should Be Disqualified from WTO Negotiations on Digital Trade Rules 

Information Technology & Innovation Foundation – Policy Briefing - May 2019 – 31 pages 

https://www.itif.org/publications/2019/05/09/why-china-should-be-disqualified-participating-wto-

negotiations-digital?mc_cid=72e4522d97&mc_eid=c56f7c6ab9 

 

“WTO rules on e-commerce, which date to the mid-1990s, need ambitious revision. Ideally, China 

would be involved given its growing digital economy. But its restrictive approach to data governance 

and clear resistance to e-commerce commitments in trade agreements show it’s not up to a similar 

level of ambition as other countries. Until China gives up its strident view that cyber sovereignty 

supersedes the need to enable data flows or cooperate on important international norms, it should be 

disqualified from participating in global rule-setting for digital trade.” 

 

 

Jeffrey Ball 

Grow Green China Inc. 

Brookings – Report – May 2019 – 22 pages 

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/FP_20190529_grow_green_china.pdf 

 

“A view gaining ground in the West holds that China’s determined dominance of a range of low-

carbon industries, from more-efficient coal combustion to solar and wind power to electric vehicles, 

threatens the national security of developed nations and the fortunes of their firms. That view is 

outdated, ill-advised, and overdue for a rethink. China’s clean-energy juggernaut—call it Green China 

Inc.—is growing up. The West, for its own economic good, should grow up too in its approach to 

Green China Inc.” 

 

ENERGY 

 

How the Domestic Nuclear Industry Boosts Local Economies, Curbs Emissions, and Strengthens 

National Security 

House Subcommittee on Energy – Hearing - May 3, 2019  

https://science.house.gov/hearings/field-hearing-how-the-domestic-nuclear-industry-boosts-local-

economies-curbs-emissions-and-strengthens-national-security 

 

“We are holding this hearing in the shadow of America’s first civilian nuclear plant and we’re doing 

that for a reason. It’s time for us to remember that it wasn’t so long ago we were bold and adventurous 

https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/new-china-tariffs-increase-costs-to-us-households.html
https://libertystreeteconomics.newyorkfed.org/2019/05/new-china-tariffs-increase-costs-to-us-households.html
https://www.itif.org/publications/2019/05/09/why-china-should-be-disqualified-participating-wto-negotiations-digital?mc_cid=72e4522d97&mc_eid=c56f7c6ab9
https://www.itif.org/publications/2019/05/09/why-china-should-be-disqualified-participating-wto-negotiations-digital?mc_cid=72e4522d97&mc_eid=c56f7c6ab9
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/FP_20190529_grow_green_china.pdf
https://science.house.gov/hearings/field-hearing-how-the-domestic-nuclear-industry-boosts-local-economies-curbs-emissions-and-strengthens-national-security
https://science.house.gov/hearings/field-hearing-how-the-domestic-nuclear-industry-boosts-local-economies-curbs-emissions-and-strengthens-national-security
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enough to do something that people thought was impossible — make nuclear energy into an 

instrument of peace rather than a weapon of war.” 

 

 

Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Efforts in the U.S. 

Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources - Hearing - May 21, 2019 

https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=F6E96EF9-

BCCB-443B-A8C4-A0E93E2C830F 

 

Witnesses: 

Daniel R. Simmons, Assistant Secretary for the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

Martin Keller, Director, National Renewable Energy Laboratory 

Dan Conant, Founder and President, Solar Holler 

Jason Hartke, President, The Alliance to Save Energy 

Bruno C. Grunau, Chief Programs Officer, Cold Climate Housing Research Center 

 

 

Christopher Perry, Harry Misuriello, and Jennifer Amann 

Solar PV and Energy Efficiency in Residential Building Codes 

American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy - White Paper - April 24, 2019 – 22 pages 

https://aceee.org/sites/default/files/solar-and-ee-042519.pdf 

 

“Recent energy code changes have raised the question of whether renewable sources like rooftop solar 

photovoltaic (PV) panels can be substituted for energy efficiency measures like insulation and 

windows. But in the long run will it cost the homeowner more or less to make this substitution? This 

study compares the cost effectiveness of energy efficiency and an equivalent level of solar PV 

generation in the construction of new homes. We evaluate the net cost savings, amortized over 30 

years, for cities in climate zones 2-6. In each city we find that homeowners would save money every 

month from energy efficiency measures whereas a solar PV system would actually cost them money.” 

 

 

Advancing the Next Generation of Solar and Wind Energy Technologies 

House Subcommittee on Energy – Hearing - May 15, 2019 

https://science.house.gov/hearings/advancing-the-next-generation-of-solar-and-wind-energy-

technologies 

 

“That is why I look forward to using this hearing to further inform and refine the draft pieces of 

legislation that will guide DOE’s solar and wind energy R&D activities. Each draft aims to provide 

stronger direction to the Department, reflecting significant changes to these technologies, their 

industries, and their future research needs. We need to ensure that we are doing everything we can to 

advance solar and wind energy technologies.  

 

 

GeoVision: Harnessing the Heat Beneath Our Feet  

Department of Energy – Study – May 2019 

https://www.energy.gov/eere/geothermal/geovision 

 

“The report summarizes findings showing that geothermal electricity generation could increase more 

than 26-fold from today—reaching 60 gigawatts (GW) of installed capacity by 2050. In addition to 

describing electricity-generation opportunities, the GeoVision analysis also shows how geothermal 

can enhance heating and cooling solutions for American residential and commercial consumers 

through direct-use and heat-pump technologies.” 

 

 

https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=F6E96EF9-BCCB-443B-A8C4-A0E93E2C830F
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=F6E96EF9-BCCB-443B-A8C4-A0E93E2C830F
https://science.house.gov/hearings/advancing-the-next-generation-of-solar-and-wind-energy-technologies
https://science.house.gov/hearings/advancing-the-next-generation-of-solar-and-wind-energy-technologies
https://www.energy.gov/eere/geothermal/geovision
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Kristine Berzina, Peter Chase, Giovanni Coppola, Daniela Di Rosa, Douglas Hengel, Giuseppe 

Montesano 

E-Vehicles and the Energy Transformation 

German Marshall Fund - Policy Paper – April 2019 – 17 pages 

http://www.gmfus.org/sites/default/files/E-Vehicles.pdf 

  

“The electric vehicle (e-vehicle) has an important role to play, beyond its function of reducing 

greenhouse-gas and pollutants emissions from the transport sector. For an e-vehicle is essentially a 

battery on wheels. Seen merely as a mode of transport, it represents potentially huge additional 

demand for more electricity. But seen as a part of the electricity network, e-vehicles as batteries help 

integrate renewable energy into the system, storing power while demand is low, and feeding it back 

into the system when demand is high but the primary resource is not available.” 

 

http://www.gmfus.org/sites/default/files/E-Vehicles.pdf

